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Weymouth,  Mass. 
June  3,1881 


Dear  Mr.  Hay, 


Thanks-njanif old-f or  your  welcome  note.      I  had  not  expected  such  a  pleasure 
as   it  gave  me  to  hear  of  the  well-being  of  yourself  &  family  in  reply  to  my 
grateful  expressions  for  your  kindness   in  directing  the   Garrisons'    communicat4 
ions  to  me.     Yfas  ever  anything  so  bare-faced  as  the   falsifications   of  History 
now  attempted  by  sons  asliamed  of  their  fathers  by  professing  in  need  of 

their  oracles'    shortcomings  to  justify  their  own  sins.     A  prominent  .example   of 
the  former  is   the  attempted   rehabilitation   of  Mayor  Lyman-the  nan  who  presided 
over  the   great  pro-Slavery  Faneuil   Hall  Keating   in   1835-which  was   called  by 
1500  of  the   leading  gentlemen  of  Boston  at  the  demand   of  Southern  Governors   to 
put  dovm  the  Abolitionist  and   safe-guard  Slavery, -s  which  was,    in  effect,    call- 
ing a  mob  on  them,   Pc  demanding   legislative  action.      His   son  Theodore  published 
a  pamphlet  casting  contempt   on  the  testimony  of  the  Abolitionists  against  his 
father's  neglect   of  duty  as  'tayor  which  he  privately  placed   in  every  public 
library  in  the   Commonwealth, -but  not  in  the  booksellers 's   shops,  where  the  Abo- 
litionists  could   see   it  and  contradict   it.     "l,  who  was  a  witness,    only  saw  cits 
by  courtesy  of  the  Director  of  the   Boston  Library(:»fr,    Justin  Y/indsor,    of  the   Old 
Colony  by  £■   so   interested   in  me   as   a   neighbour   so  to   say-)this    laborious 

falsification  attempted   by  a  na.n  who  was    in  his    cradle  at   the   time  we   saw  his 
father,    pale  with  terror,    ordering  us   out   of   our  own  hall  at  the   command   of  a 
mab,    and   bidding  the  A.S,    sign  to   be    cast  down   to  them, -saying  -"Now  you  can   go 
home ! " 

So  much  for  the   sons  ashamed   of  their  fathers;    of  the   Christians   falsifying 
history  by  defence   of  their  pattern(?)   Saints,    there  can  not  be  a  more  perfect 
illustration  than  the   conduct  of  the  Unitarian  recreanoy(?)    in  regard  to 
Dr.   Charming.     What  he  was,   no  one   had  a  better  opportunity  to  know  than  we   of 
the  Chapman  family.      Our  father  was   his   right-hand  man-Deacon  delegate,  what  not, 
and  he  was  the   intimate  friend   o^   our  elder  members  and  the  worshipped   spirit- 
ual guide   of  the  younger  ones.      To  shorten  as  far  as  possible   the  expression  of 
our  judgment   of  him,   formed  upon  his   conduct  for  years   of  opportunism  .■;  delay, 
until  we   had  made   it  easier  for  him  to  let  himself   be  pushed  forward  by  us  than 
to  be  fruitlessly  urging  us    back, -for  short,    I  would   say,    I  will   just  quote  the 
carefully  pondered  ft  thoroughly  substantiated  words    I  use   in  the  Memorials   of 
Harriet  Martineau,  where   it   became  necessary  for  me   in  delineating  her  character 
k   life,    to  show  what   she  had  to  go  against.     He  was  her  honored  and  dearly  be- 
loved friend  J   and  yet  she  was   obliged  to  take  ground   in  opposition  to  him,  as 
were  the  Chapman  family  &  Edmund  Quinoy,   A  Sam  Hevmll,   and  Miss  Roby(?):   I 
think  there  were   ^an   of  us  who"followed  Garrison,"  and  we  all  felt  his   condemna- 
tion &  strenuous   opposition  severely:   not  as   for  ourselves,  but  because  the 
Unitarian  Idol  did  then,    in  his   person,   fall   out   of   its  niche.     T/hen  George 
Thompson  saw  my  dear  sister  Ann  Chapman's   tears  when  she  felt,    on  evidence,   that 
she  must  give  him  up  as  a  Christian  guide,   he  was  himself  deeply  moved, -but 
congratulated  her  that,   bitter  as  was  the   hour,    she  had  not  loved  the  Spiritual 
Father  more   theg.the   Truth  of  God.     "   He  was  a   good  man,   but  not   in  any  senae 
a   great  man."      he  knew  so   little  about  his   own  times  and  the  world  he   lived   in, 
is  not  strange  when  we  consider  the  very  delicate  state   of  his   health, -&■  that  all 
he   knew,    he   obtained  by  sending  for  members    of  his  denomination  &  asking  them 
leading  questions.      Our  Brother  Samuel   J.  May  used  to  say  it  was  hard   that  he 
should  use     up  the  young  men  as   he  did, -taking  all  he   could  get  out   of  them  and 
giving  no  credit  for   it.     He  was  a  man  of  kindly  feelings,    &  Slavery  was  shocking 
to  them;   but  the    idea  of   instantly  calling  the  whole  American  people  to  immediate 
repentance   shocked   him  more.     And  above  all  to  call  men  of  color  into  our  asso- 


ciations  was  deprecated  by  him.     Association  was  not  to  be  used  as  an  instrument, 
in  a  matter  so  difficult  and  delicate.      If  you  will  refer  to  the   1st  edition  of 
his   "Slavery"  you  will  find  all  this    insisted   on.     And   it  was   insisted   on  at  an 
hour  v;hen  it  gave  ^resh  encouragement  to  Brutal  violence  (?-  made   our  lives  unsafe ;- 
&  when  pro-Slavery  Andover  trembled  under  the   influence   of  Phelps  fr  Thompson, 
and  could  devise  no  better  shield  against  it  than  an  affidavit  signed  by  three 
of  their  chief  priests, -Moses  Stuart,   Leonard  Y/oods  &  another  to  the  effect  that  , 
George  Thompson  had  counselled  the   slaves   to  cut  their  masters'   throats.   Dr.   Chan- 
ning,  after  having  said  that  the  Abolitionists,   though  so  mistaken   in  their  mea- 
sures  of  association  immediate  *  Coloured  brotherhood,  were,    he  believed, 
moved  by  benevolent  motives, -after  granting  this,   he  took  it  back  &  feared  he  was 
mistaken  as   it  was  proved  that  their  principal  orator  advocated  "cruel  vengeance 
on  the  part  of  the   slaves."     After  he  was  told  better,   by  some   of  us,   &  that  the 
Andover  reverends  were  falsifying,   he   let  that  accusation  drop  silently  I    in  the 
next  edition.      'The  true   statement   of  Thompson's   speech  is  as  follows : -replying 
to  the  assertion  that  the  Bible   sanctioned  Slavery,   he   said  "that  you  may  know 
how  Slavery  stands   in  the  divine  mind,    I  refer  you  to  the   chapter  and  verse 
which  proclaims   its  "Whoso  stealeth  a  man  k  selleth  him  shall  surely  be  put  to 
deathl",   after  this, (Dr.    Channing's  assertion)   George  Thompson's   life  was   in 
great  danger.     He  was  never  in  the   street  but  once  after,   &  that  with  Ann  Chapl»)R-a 
&  one   of  my  sisters   on  each  side   of  him-while  he  remained  in  the  country; -a 
fortnight   longer;   k  during  that  time  he  was   in  hiding  at  the  Southwicks,   till 
my  husband  took  him  down  in  a  boat  to  the   little   coal-heaving  British  brig,- 
"Satisf action"   &  there  commended  him  to  a  more  humane   shore.     My  brother  saw 
him  sitting  alone   in  that  poor  little   cabin  after  my  husband   left  him,&  sad  he 
looked-having  left  his  wife  and  children  destitute   in  want  of  winter  clothing 
(?•  without  resources.     The   Tollins  and   ourselves  took  care   of  them,   as    I  pledged 
myself  to  do,  when  it  appeared  that  go  he  must,    or  his  tilood  would  be  shed  by 
Southern  emissaries  who  were   in  search  of  him-and  no  word   of  blame  uttered  against 
any  but  the  Abolitionists.      It  was  as   long  after  this  as  the  time   just  before 
the  murder  of  Love  joy,   that  Edmund  Quincy  wrote  to  my  husband  a   letter  of  adher- 
ence to  the  Cause-(See  Liberator)   &  Dr.   Charming  sent  for  him,    (according  to  his 
wont  with  rising  young  men)   s?:  said  "I  shall  depend  on  you,  Mr.  Quincy,   to  check 
these  violent  and  ill-judged  proceedings.     Your  influence  will  be   invaluable   if 
used  aright."     &  what  Edmund  replied-"Dr.   Channir      t/ese  are  veterans   in  the    • 
Cause,  &  I  am  a  recruit  of  a  day.      It  will  be  ye  ; f era   it  will  become  me   to 
open  my  lips.      It  was  but  a   short  time  before  Ivir.    .    .icy  died  that  he   recalled 
to  me  "the  hostile   condescension  of  Dr.   Channing,"    -after  years    of  opposition 
and   injury.     And  when  at   length  the  tide   rose   sohigh  after  Love  joy's  murder, 
that  we  were  able,   Ellis  Gray  Loring  taking  the   labouring  oar,   to  urge   him  up 
to  the  public  act  of  taking  sides,   he  himself  said  he  never  should  have  done  it 
had  he  known  what  he   risked.     But  like  Cannachai( ?) ,    in  the  fight  of  the  Clan- 
qwhell(?)   and  the  Clan  Chattan(?),    he  was   strongly  stood  by.      It  was  made   im- 
possible for  him  to  fall   back.      Fresh  terrors   seize:    himAhe  disunion  doctrine 
was  promulgated.     "Lord!     forgive  the  iniquities   of  our  holy  things  I   for  this 
is  the  man  tlmt  held  back  the  Unitarians  &  others   by  his  example,   &  whose  ex- 
ample they  plead  as  their  justification  todavj-using  the  Lovejoy  meeting-the 
Emancipation  pamphlet-the  Texas  pamphlet, -all   compelled  as   it  were  upon  him  by 
the  Abolitionists, -(as   proof   in  plenty  exists)  as   showing  that  he  was   the   Leader 
of  the  Cause,   #-  not  the  Abolitionists.     You  may  remember  that  when  our  brother 
S.   J.  May  made  the   oration  on  Dr.  Pollen's  death,    ur.   Channing  sent  for  him  to 
say  it  was  all  very  well  with  this  exception; -that,   in  the   sketch  of  the  Cause 
Mr.  May  had   said  nothing  about  any  other  feature   of   it  but . the  Abolitionists . 
To  which  Mr.  May  replied-"But  Dr.   ChanningI      1  searched   in  vain  for  anything 
representing  the  Cause  but  the  Abolitionists."     Many  good  thing(words  not  deeds) 
did  Dr.   Channing  say  in  those  times,  but  he  always  unsaid  them,    insomuch  that 
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our  Brother  S.J.  May  said  "I  can  only  coiapare  him  to  a   cow,  who  gives  an 
excellent  pint  of  milk  and  then  kicks   it  over."     You  may  judge   of  the  anxiety 
of  the   Unitarian  remnant  of  the  pro-Slavery  body  of  those  days  when  it  claims 
him  as  the   inventor  of  the  disvinion  doctrinel     See  George  William  Curtis' 
speech  at  the  Centennial  time.     Again  forgetting, -perhaps  ne^er  having  known 
of  the  Liberator's  fidelity  in  exposing  Dr.   Channing's   sophistries   &■  attempts 
to  mislead,   the   Christian  Register  took  the   occasion  of  a   polite  note   of  thanks 


^         from  Mr.   Garrison  in  reply  to  some  polite   invitation  to  some  Channing  Anniversary, 
to  express  his  high  appreciation  of  the   good  things  Dr.   Channing  had  done,   but 
with  a  reservation  of  the  good  things   he  had  not  done  5:  had  opposed^-in  a   single 
phrase   of  kind  remark:-the  whole  doing  justice  to  Dr.   Channing  without  wrongful 
economy  of  the  truth.      It  was  as  slight  &  as   short  &  as  free  from  blaroe  as   it 
was   possible  to  devise  &  yet   be  true.     This  phrase   the   Christian  Register  left 
out,   &  I  hear  it,    G, 's   letter,    occasionally  cited  to  prove  that  Mr.    Garrison  had 
come  to  think  Dr.    C.  was  the  Anti-Slavery  leader. 

I  have  never   in  all  my  oversight   of  a  world  so  prone  to  f»ligiarism  in  litera- 
ture, and  so  covetous   of  honor,    seen  anything  so  utterly  false  as  the   pretensions 
made  for  Dr.   Channing,  by  those  whose   credit  requires  that  his   should  be  sustained. 
You  will   observe  that  it  is  not  Dewey,    &■  Lathrop,   &  the  men  of  the   Gannett  stamp 
who  are   so  quietly  actives  all  this  attempt  to  prove  Dr.   C.  what  he   is  not,    is 
gall  &  bitterness  to  them.     Meanwhile,  thinking  men  in  Europe,    such  as   look  on 
at  all  are  astonished  at  the   imbecility  of  the  attempt.     The  world  at   large   sees 
in  Dr.   C.  a   good   timid,   kindly  feeling  man  without    insight, courage   or  firmness. 

With  all  this,   everything  you  cite   of  him  is   fact, -the  Lovejoy  speech,    both 
Texan  pamphlets  &  the   others.     To  these  things  we  pushed  him  &  a  heavy  work  it 
was.     You  have   seen  Abby's   statement  of  him?-  that  is  what  he   really  was.     A 
good  timid,    vasoillatihg  Mr.   Ready-to-halt.      I  have  not  told  you  of  my  own  inter- 
views with  him,   for  we  as   church  members  have   been  sent  for  to  coach  him  up, 
occasionally.    But   I  have  wearied  you  out,    I  fear.      I  agree  exactly,  from  point 
to  point,  with  your   list  of  his   commendable  words  le  acts,   but  they  are  all  as 
dust   in  the  balance   compared  with  the  harm  he  did.      That  good   is   sure  to  come   out 
of  evil   is  no  excuse  for  evdl.      But  his  health,    or  rather  his  want   of   it,    should 
shield  him  from  too  much  blame. 

"Moving  like  a  sick  man     in  his   sleep 
Three  paces  and  then  falters" 
describes  him.     Facts  are  not  always   truths -for  when  they  form  but  a  part  of 
truth  they  carry  the   power  of  a   lie.      I  must  not  weary  you  longer-but  if  ever  we 
meet  again,    I  will  tell  you  of  some   of  my  interviews  with  Dr.   C.     The   sum  of  his 
part  of  them  was  finally  put   into  these   identical  words  j   "  My  dear  !ifadame,    let 
me  entreat  you  to  keep  your  principles   in  your  ovtn  breast.    Cherish  them  there- 
but  the  friends   of  freedom  are  everywhere  holding  their  breath," 

Always 
Your  obliged  friend 

I' ,W.  Chapman 
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